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Ir may not be improper briefly to relate the circum- 
ſtances, which gave riſe to the following letter. 

A Methodiſt Preacher“ was ſome time ſince 
ſolicited, and agreed to preach at Doveridge; ac- 
cordingly, the inhabitants were informed of it, many 
of whom expreſſed their approbation, and promiſed 
attendance. In the mean time, an Article was drawn 
up by the Miniſter, and carried round the pariſh 75 
ſome noted champions for ſignatures, many of which 
were compulſatory. The purport of this agreement 
was, to bind themſelves, and prevent all their de- 
pendents, from attending the meeting; which, to 
make it as odious as poſſible, was illuſively repreſented 
as jacobinical. _ . 

The Preacher's viſit was merely occaſional; but 
a room was afterwards built, and regular preaching 
introduced, which was ſo well attended, and ſo 
generally approved of, that the perſecutors were {till 
more enraged : a Bond was propoſed, which ſhould 
more effectually prevent them -from having any inter- 
courſe whatever with any who ſhould attend the 
meetings; even the pariſhpay of the offending paupers 
was to be withheld. Thus the bigoted Jews would 
have no dealings with the diflenting Samaritans. 
This ſcheme was found to be impracticable, but it 
ſufficiently ſhowed the malice and ignorance of its 
propoſers. 


The ſermon alluded to was afterwards preached, 
which was conſidered as an eccleſiaſtical anathema. 


I did not hear it, but from the concurrent teſtimony 
* Mr, Morley, then in the Aſhby circuit, 
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of ſeveral who did, I thought it my duty to ſend the 
preacher ſome remarks on it, which I did in a letter, 
of which the following'ts a copy; to which he made 
no replication: ee 

Theſe circumſtances induced me to vrite this 
letter: its contemptuous reception, and the falſe 
reports that were induſtrionſly propagated concerning 
it, determined me to publiſh it; and this may ſhow 
thoſe, who have (though altogether ignorant of its 
contents) fo groſsly mifreprefented it, what a little 
candour might have taught them to expect it con- 


tained. Mr. Stokes was by fome means apprifed of 


my intention, and He applied to the perfon, whom I 
| Had agreed with for that purpofe, not to print it; 
who accordingly declined it, being apprehenfive that 
the malicious efforts of that party concerned, might 
Have affected his trade, had he difregarded Mr. 


 Stokes's interdiction. Whit could induce Mr. S. to 


deſire him not to print it, I cannot imagine; he 
probably ſuppoſed, that preventing him, would ſtop 
the publicatiom. However, this circumſtance has 
ſerved to ſhow, that he is equally averſe to Liberty 
of the Preſs, as to Liberty of Conſeienee; two 
eſſential parts of our Conſtitution, which, I am forry 
to fay, would be merely nominal priviteges, were 
they at his controul. Although his ſermon was 
jointed: at that family, who introduced and fupport 
Methodiſt m the pariſh, yet he would prevent them 
from making any reply: his attack was publick, 
which would of itſelf be a ſufficient reaſon for making 
this ſo. . 
I ſhall not trouble the reader by noticing, the 
various ſpecies of perſecution, which thofe who have 
attended the meeting have experienced, or the men- 
aces this letter has occaſioned. All theſe exertions 


have hitherto proved ineffectual; for though the 
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Methodiſts in Doveridge are but few, yet they are 


thoſe, who are not to be awed or influenced by the 
inane threatenings, or the malevolent efforts, of their 
moſt virulent oppoſers. 

Were theſe combined bigots aſked their reaſon 


for perſecuting others, few could produce any what-- 
ever; thoſe who did, would fay, it was their zeal for 


the Church, and the fervice of God; and'a Minifter 
of the Goſpel cannot commence perſecutor on any 


other grounds whatever, or plead any other excuſe. 


Does then the Church ſtand in need of ſuch ſupport 
and ſervice ? if it do, it is no better than Popery and 


Mahometiſm, which are founded on tyranny. and 
oppreſſion. Beſides, perſecution never fails to make 


the perſecuted patty formidable, and that of its op- 
„ But, to pretend that it is a zeal 


or God and religion that induces them to oppreſs 
others, is the moſt palpable illuſion. Who hath re- 
juired this at your hands? It is blaſphemous to ſay, 


22 


hat endeavouring to fuin br deſtroy bur fellows 


creatiifes; fellow-fubjects, and fellow-chriſtians, fot. 
at manner, which they con- 


wotlhipping God in t 
ceive will be moſt pleafins and acceptable to him); 


is ſerving that God, who has commanded us to love 
our enemies, and our neighbours as ourſelves. God 


accepts no ſuch ſervice : and when men are angry for 
their particular —_ and profeſhons, and per- 
fecute others for their fake, let them not belie Jeſus 
Chriſt, and fay it is for Hftrt; but let them — 


confeſs, that it is intereſt or ambition that prompts 


them to it. Perfecation is nothing but the war of 


raft againft conſcience ; the proffigate and profane 
are its chief promoters, and the moſt virtuous and 


innocent are always the ſufferers: There will be 
different opinions while there are men in the world; 
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dut that diſſonance does not naturally, and ſhoutd 
not be ſuffered to produce any alienation of affection, 
or diſſolve the bonds of charity. 50 

I would not be meant to caft the leaſt invidious 
reflection on thoſe, who unwillingly ſigned the agree- 
ment alluded to, and whoſe ſubſequent conduct has 
evinced the liberality of their ſentiments : a deſcrip- 
tion of the principal promoters of that combination 
would ſufficiently expoſe it, but I ſcarcely think them 
worth noticing. Amongſt that liſt there is one, 
who, though of very inconſiderable conſequence in 
the pariſh, has wonderfully diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
the good old cauſe of perſecution. Indeed, oppo- 
ſition might naturally be expected from him, as it is 
his intereſt to oppoſe religion under any ſhape what- 
ever, and he had much rather ſee the pariſh well- 
ſtocked with Drunkards than Methodiſts. I muſt 
confeſs he has unanſwerable reaſons againſt them, 
which defy confutation; I might argue with a Guinea 
merchant againſt the ſelling of ſlaves, with equal 
ſucceſs :; yet, it is aſtoniſhing that others ſhould ſee 
greater criminality in attending a Methodiſt meeting, 
on a Sunday evening, than in ſpending the fame time 
at his houſe in diſſipation or drunkenneſs. But I ſhall 
ever think it a credit to Methodiſm, to be oppoſed by 
perſons of his character and profeſſion. 


* 


I am conſcious. of the many deficiences that will 


be diſcovered in the following letter : if the reader 
would ſee a better and complete defence of Metho- 
diſm, I would refer him to the Rev. J. Weſley's 
„Appeals to Men of Reaſon and Religion, Mr. 
Benſon's Letters to Dr. Tatham, & c. But as this was 

not intended for publication, I hope he will the more 
readily excuſe its imperfections. 


© DOV ERIDGE, 22nd May, 1797. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 


The Reverend HENRY SFOKES, 


VICAR OF DOVERIDGE, DERBYSHIRE. 
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REVEREND SIR; 


N F 
| l | 
1 was ſorry to hear, that one of your late | 1 
5 diſcourſes conſiſted chiefly of illiberal declamations | 
ö againſt thoſe, who preſume to differ from the Eſtab- l 14 
x liſhed Church; and particularly the Methodiſts. F we” 
had not the opportunity of hearing it, but believe the | 1 
ö ſubſtance of it was what is commonly urged againſt | 
4 them by their oppoſers, and has been repeated! | f 
| anſwered; viz., That they are enthuſiaſts and {chil i þ 
F matics; that their teachers are poor, illiterate men; 1{ 6 
D that their followers are the offscouring of all things; 1 
| that they undermine, and wiſh to overthrow, the | [| 
Church; that as they negleC its ordinances, they 155 
F cannot be in a ſaving ſtate; &c. As I am a ſharer 15 
| of the aſperſions caſt upon them by their calumniators, 109 
: F hope it will not be deemed unſeemly if I briefly - 15 
: attempt their defence. ee PI Fl g ol | 
: With regard to their being enthuſiaſts. I am at i 
8 a loſs to know what determinate idea is afhxed to the 4; 
: term enthuſiaſm. If to be (1) zealouſly affected in a 9 
1 good cauſe; if a ſtrict and conſcientious regard to bf 
F the precepts of the goſpel ; if (2) loving God with all ; 


the heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength, be enthuſiaſtical, 
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the generality of the Methodiſts deſerve the appella- 
tion, and have no reaſon to be afhamed of it. A 
vigorous and indefatigable purſuit after high attain- 
ments in the languages, arts, and ſciences, is praiſe- 


worthy; and is not a fervent regard to the intereſts 


of religion, and warm and zealous efforts to experi- 
ence a N of the bleſſings it promiſes, far 
more ſo! 

(1) becauſe. thou art neither hot nor cold, I will ſpue 
thee out of my mouth. Or if to believe: that (2) 
ec godly men inwardly feel God's — Spirit inflaming 
their hearts with love“; and profeſſing to experience 
(3) the love of God ſhed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us, (which is gen- 
erally whit is referred to), be enthuffaſm; the Church 


of England, as well as the Bible and Methodiſm, is. 


enthuſiaſtical. To prove this, numerous paſſages 
might be adduced; but I ſhall confine myſelf to 
a few. In her daily ſervice, we pray God to grant 


us his Holy Spirit, that. thoſe things may pleaſe him 


which we do at this preſent, and that the reſt of our 
lives hereafter may be pure and holy: for the King, 
that God would replemfh. him- with the grace of his 


Holy Spirit; and. to the ſame effect for the Royal 


Family, for the Clergy and People; for the Catholic 
Church, &c.; and that the fellowſhip and commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt may be with us all evermore. 
And the ColleQs are full of petitions for this inſpira- 
tion: (4) Grant that we may be daily renewet by thy 
Holy Spirit. (5) — being filled with the Holy 
Ghofſtz may love and blefs our perſecutors. (6) Send 
thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that. moſt 
excellent gift of chafity. (7) O Lord, from whom 
(x) — i. 16. (4) Flow. os Crib Mics of Scrip., Pt. i. 

om. v. 5. ollect for Chriſtmas Day. St. Stephen' 
Mo Day. Fr (Lade un. (7) 5th OR "ng _ 


God abhors a languid, luke warm ſervice, 
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2. 5 
all good things do come, grant unto. us thy humble 
ſervants, that by thy holy inſpiration, we may think. 
thoſe things. that are good, and by 7 merciful gut» 


dance may perform the fame. (1) O God, foraſmuch 
2 . 1 are 2 2 to pleaſe "a mer- 
cifully grant ly Spirit may in all things 
direct — a noo — , (2) Cleanſe the thoughts 
of our hearts, by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit; 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag- 
nify thy holy name; &c. So likewiſe the Homilies : 
«© God: gave them of old grace to be his children, as 
he doth to us now; but now by the coming of our 
ſaviour Chriſt, we have received. more abundantly 
the ſpirit of God in our hearts“. Hom. on Faith, 
Pt. and. We have the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
as a ſeal and pledge of our everlaſting inheritance”. 
Hom. on Refur. In reading of God's holy word, 
he profiteth moſt, that is moſt inſpired with the 
Holy Ghoſt”. Hom. on reading Serip. Pt. 1. Let 
us therefore meekly call upon the bountiful Spirit, 
the Holy Ghoſt, to inſpire us with his preſence ;z. 
that we may be able to hear the goodneſs of God to 
our ſalvation z for without this lively inſpiration, we 
cannot ſo much as fpeak the name of the Mediator; 
&c. Hom. on Rogation Week, Pt. 3. It is the 
Holy Ghoſt that doth quicken the minds of men, 
ſtirring up godly motions in their hearts; neither 
doth he think it ſutherent, inwardly to work the new 
birth of man, unleſs he do alfo dwell and abide in 
him; &c.— O what comfort is this to the heart of a 
true Chriflian; to think that the Holy Ghoſt dwellethi 
in him”. Refer to the whole of the Hom. on Whit- 
ſunday; &c. 2 
And no Methodiſt profeſſeth to experience any- 
thing further than what is implied by theſe paſſages, 
(x) 19th Sun. after Trin. (2) Commun, Office. 
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and others that might be referred to on the ſame 
ſubject: and if this be enthuſiaſm, I hope you, as a 
Chriſtian, and a member of the Church of England, 
are an enthuſiaſt; and as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
you preach fanaticiſm. Or, if by enthuſiaſm” be 
meant ridiculous or abſurd opinions in religious mat- 
ters; if it ſuperſede reaſom and revelation, and ſub- 
ftitute in the room, groundleſs fancies and deluſions ; 
I aſſure you, Reverend Sir, the Methodiſts are no 
more enthuſiaſts than yourſelf; their notions are as 
conſiſtent with reaſon and ſcripture, and themſelves 
as free from that ſpirit of madneſs, which is the 
characteriſtic of fanaticiſm. 1 5 

If ſeparating from a National Eſtabliſned Church 
be ſchiſm; the Church of England is guilty of it, by 
feparating from the Church of Rome. But it may 
be replied, it was neceſſary. . - And the Diſſenters 
think there is juſt cauſe for ſeparating from the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment. But you think there is no 
juſt reaſon for a ſeparation....So thought the Pope, 
no doubt, at the time of the Reformation, but he 
was not permitted to decide; and no earthly power 
has a right to determine, in religious differences, 
much lefs an intereſted party. It has been the uni- 
verſal cuſtom of an eſtabliſhed party, when lacking 
better arguments, to accuſe all thoſe who differ from 
them, of hereſy and ſchiſm. There are ſeveral na- 
tional eſtabliſhments in Europe, which differ from 


each other in ſeveral reſpects, the bigots of each of 


which think nobody right but themſetves; and deem 
all thoſe heretics, who do not implicitly conform to 
theirs. And if I be in one of thoſe ſtates whoſe 
eſtabliſhment I cannot agree with, if I would avoid 
this imputation, I muſt hypocritically conform to it, 


whatever may be my ſentiments: in England, I muſt. 


be what is called a Churchman ; in Italy, Spain, 


11 
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Portugal, &c., a Papiſt; in Scotland and Holland, 
a Calviniſt; in Norway, Denmark, and Sweden, a 
Lutherian; in Ruſſia, I muſt aſſume a different pro- 
ſeſſion to all theſe; in ſhort, in whatever country I 
might chance to be, I muſt, like the honeſt Vicar of 
Bray, bend my principles to my intereſts ; or | 
| « Wear the red marks 
Of ſuperſtition's ſcourge”. 

But, if a blind, bigoted. principle of attachment to 
eſtabliſhments, had always prevailed, Chriſtianity 
would never have been beheved, nor its corruptions 
reformed : and while the zealots of our Church 
maintain that they only are right, and that thoſe 
who differ from them are in errour, and are 8 
ſchiſm; they aſſume that infallibility, which they 
once ſo Ware depreciated in his Holineſs the Pope. 
I humbly conceive, when a body of men diſſent from 
any eſtabliſhment, merely to worſhip God in a man- 
ner more agreeable to the ſcriptures or their con- 
ſciences, they are in no danger from the aſperous 
denunciations of thoſe who pronounce them heretics. 
(1) This I confeſs unto thee, after the way which 
they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law and 
the prophets”. And we muſt be content to bear the 
appellation, though there is not the leaſt doctrinal 
difference, that I know of, between the Church of 
England and the Methodiſts : and when the miniſter 
preaches according to the Articles, Homilies, &c., 
of which the Methodiſts are zealous advocates (2), 
they always attend his miniſtry, and frequently whe- 
ther he do or not, though I cannot ſay whether this 
is altogether defenſible; fo that they are very ſeldom 
called diſſenters, or ſchiſmatics, by thoſe who know 


(1) Acts xxiv. 14. (2) Sce Mr. Welley's © Appeals”, &c. 
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10 
and others that might be referred to on the ſame 
ſubject: and if this be enthuſiaſm, I hope you, as a 
Chriſtian, and a member of the Church of England, 
are an enthuſiaſt; and as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
you preach fanaticiſm. Or, if by enthuſiaſm” be 


meant ridiculous or abſurd opinions in religious mat- 


ters; if it ſuperſede reaſom and revelation, and ſub- 
ſtitute in the room, groundleſs fancies and deluſions ; 
I aſſure you, Reverend Sir, the Methodiſts are no 


more enthuſiaſts than yourſelf; their notions are as 


conſiſtent with reaſon and ſcripture, and themſelves 
as free from that ſpirit of madneſs, which is the 
characteriſtic of fanaticiſm.  _ Ted U 

If ſeparating from a National Eſtabliſhed Church 
be ſchiſm; the Church of England is guilty of it, by 
feparating from the Church of Rome. But it may 
be replied, it was neceſſary....And the Diſſenters 
think there is juſt cauſe 7; ſeparating from the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment. But you think there is no 
juſt reaſon for a ſeparation....So thought the Pope, 
no doubt, at the time of the Reformation, but he 
was not permitted to decide; and no earthly power 
has a 7 1 to determine, in religious differences, 


much leſs an intereſted party. It has been the uni- 


verſal cuſtom of an eſtabliſhed party, when lacking 
better arguments, to accuſe all thoſe who differ from 
them, of hereſy and ſchiſm. There are ſeveral na- 
tional eſtabliſnments in Europe, which differ from 


each other in ſeveral reſpects, the bigots of each of 


which think nobody right but themſetves; and deem 
all thoſe heretics, who do not implicitly conform to 
theirs. And if I be in one of thoſe ſtates whoſe 
eſtabliſhment I cannot agree with, if I would avoid 
this imputation, I muſt hypocritically conform to it, 


whatever may be my ſentiments: in England, I muſt, 


be what is called a Churchman ; in Italy, Spain, 
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Portugal, &c., a Papiſt; in Scotland and Holland, 
a Calviniſt; in Norway, Denmark, and Sweden, a 
Lutherian; in Ruſſia, I muſt aſſume a different pro- 
ſeſſion to all theſe: in ſhort, in whatever country I 
might chance to be, I muſt, like the honeſt Vicar of 
Bray, bend my principles to my intereſts; or 
T7 % Wear the red marks 
Of ſuperſtition's ſcourge”. | 

But, if a blind, bigoted principle of attachment to 
eſtabliſhments, had always prevailed, Chriſtianity 
would never have been believed, nor its corruptions 
reformed : and while the zealots of our Church 
maintain that they only are right, and that rhoſe 
who differ from them are in errour, and are guilty of 
ſchiſm; they afſume that infallibility, which they 
once ſo el depreciated in his Holineſs the Pope. 
I humbly conceive, when a body of men diſſent from 
any eſtabliſhment, merely to worſhip God in a man- 
ner more agreeable to the ſcriptures or their con- 
ſciences, they are in no danger from the aſperous 
denunciations of thoſe who pronounce them heretics. 
(1) © This I confeſs unto thee, after the way which 
they call hereſy, ſo worſhipI the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law and 
the prophets”. And we mult be content to bear the 
appellation, though there is not the leaſt doctrinal 
difference, that I know of, between the Church of 
England and the Methodiſts : and when the miniſter 
preaches according to the Articles, Homilies, &c., 
of which the Methodiſts are zealous advocates (2), 
they always attend his miniſtry, and frequently whe- 
ther he do or not, though I cannot ſay whether this 
is altogether defenſible; fo that they are very ſeldom 
called diſſenters, or ſchiſmatics, by thoſe who know 


(1) Acts xiv. 14. (2) See Mr. Welley's* Appeals”, &c. 
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any thing of them; and ſurely thoſe who do not, are 
criminal in condemning them as ſuch: 

But their Teachers are poor, Hliterate men. 
This is a grievous offence to the children of the 
world, but it is aſtoniſhing that a Miniſter of Chrift 
ſhould urge this as a proof that they are not called 
nor qualified to preach the Goſpel. Every Miniſter 
of the Church of England profeſſes to be inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon him that 
office*; and is it rational to ſuppoſe that God hath 
ſuch a reſpect to human learning and riches, that he 
he never calls any to work in his vineyard but the 
wealthy and the learned? Nay, is it not more ſerip- 
tural to believe the reverſe, that not many (1) wiſe 
men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called? But God hath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the world to confound the wife ; and God 
hath choſen the weak things of the world to'confound 
the things that are mighty ; and baſe things of the 
world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
choſen; yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: that no fleſh might glory in 
his preſence”. (2) The wiſdom of this world is 
fooliſhneſs with God. And when God was made 
manifeſt in the fleſh, although (3) the world was his, 
and the fulneſs thereof, he (4) made himſelf of no 
reputation, and took wpon him the form of a fervant: 
though (5) heaven was his throne, and earth his foot- 
* How guilty, then, are thoſe Miniſters, who after having made 
that folemn profeſſion anſwer their vile ends, not only deny that 
inſpiration themſelves, but ridicule all who profeſs to experience the 
ſacred privilege. Simon Magus is a fair character compared, with 
theſe : he would have bought the Holy Ghoſt; theſe make the Holy 
Ghoſt procure them a living, and then utterly diſclaim all con- 

nection with him. N | 


(1) 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28, 29. (2) 1 Cor. iii. 19. (3) Pf. xxiv. 1. & 
1 Cor. x. 26, 28. (4) Phil. ii. 7. (5) Iſa. lxvi. 1. Acts vii. 49. 
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ſtool, yet (1) had he not where to lay his head: as 
an inſtance of his poverty, he (2) 8 a miracle 
to pay tribute with; teaching us, by his example, 
what eſtimation to put upon the riches and honours 
of the world. He choſe the twelve, who were to 
ſpread the glad tidings of the Goſpel, out of ordinary 
occupations z and we do not read that either they, or 
any of their ſucceſſors, were prepared for their office 
by a regular academical education : and as Jeſus 
Chriſt and his followers did not diſplay any worldly 
grandeur, he was deſpiſed and rejected of men. I 
think theſe conſiderations ſhould prevent us from re- 
jecting miniſters for not poſſeſſing qualifications which 
were not required by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and which 
the firſt preachers of the Goſpel did not poſſeſs. Is 
the holy ſcripture ſo dark and intricate in treating on 
ſubjects, which eſſentially concern our ſalvation, as 
to require the aid of human learning to unravel and 
interpret it? By no means; it 1s intelligible to the 
meaneſt capacity; every thing relative to faith and 
practice is laid down in ſo full and (3) plain a man- 
ner, that he that (4) runneth may read, and the 
(5) wayfaring man, though a fool, ſhall not err 
therein. The moſt elaborate diſquiſitions on paſſages 
of ſcripture frequently contribute to obſcure the ſenſe, 
otherwiſe ſuſhciently plain; and it is juſtly obſerved, 
that the ſenſe in which a common man of ordina 

capacity would underſtand any paſſage, is generally, 
if not always, the true ſenſe of it. But I do not 


(1) Matt. viii. 9. Luke ix. 58. (2) Matt. xvii. 27. (3) St. 


Auſtin ſays, All things are plainly contained in ſcripture, which 


concern faith and a good life”. St. Chryſoſtom, © Whatever things 
are neceſſary are plain. And Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his Rule 


of Faith, Pt. 2, 3, S 14, ſays, Our Principle is, that the ſcripture 


doth ſufficiently interpret itſelf; i. e., is plain to all capacities, in things 
neceſſary to be believed and practiſed. (4) Hab. ii. 3. 
(5) Iſa, xxxv. 8. | 
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depreciate human learning becauſe the Methodiſt 
Preachers are deſtitute of it; for they are not ſo ig- 
norant as is induſtriouſſy and maliciouſly repreſented, 
and which many are willing to believe: moſt of them 
have had liberal educations; many of them have been 
to college, and have been regularly ordained; and 
many others have, by their induſtry, made themſelves 
ſuperior to their adverſaries in this reſpect, and 
might with the greateſt propriety retort the charge. 
All I mean to infer is, that a knowledge of the lan- 
guages, arts and ſciences, cannot capacitate a man 
or the office of the miniſtry ; neither does the want 
of it diſqualify him. It is firſt conſidered, amongſt 
the Methodiſts, whether the candidate be a perſon 
of unblameable conduct, and exemplary holineſs of 
life; and whether he have a clear and diſtin know- 
ledge of divinity; and whether he have ſufficient 
abilities for the work : and if he have a comprehen- 
five knowledge of the learned tongues, it 1s a ſtill 
greater recommendation. And that no improper 
perſons may aſſume the office, they make repeated 
trials of their abilities before they are admitted as 
regular preachers ; and after that, are four years on 
trial before they are taken into full connection. 
And all the preachers undergo a ſtrict examination 
annually, and if any thing criminal be diſcovered 
againſt any of them, they are immediately expelled. 
So that I am perſuaded there is no ſociety of Chriſ- 
tians in the world, wherein greater precautions are 
uſed to prevent improper perſons and bad characters 
. uſurping the office of the Miniſtry; or any more par- 
ticular in expelling them when diſcovered. 

And the meanneſs of their followers, inſtead of 
being againſt them, is another argument in their 
favour ; for if we compare them, and the uſage they 
meet with in the world, to the immediate followers 
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of Chriſt, and their reception, we may obſerve a 
great ſimilarity; (1) we are fools, we are weak, we 
are diſhonourable, we are deſpiſed, (2) we are made 
the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all 
things unto this day: (3) but it is enough for the 
diſciple to be as his Maſter, and the ſervant as his 
Lord; and we ought not to gᷣxpect better uſage from 
the world, than our Saviodk himſelf received, who 
(a) was deſpiſed and rejected of men. Throughout 
the whole ſcriptures of truth, we find particular at- 
tention paid to the poor; (5) hath not God choſen 
the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which he has promiſed to thoſe that love 
him? But ye have defpiſed the poor. If it were 
urged that the Methodifls were as immoral in their 
conduct as others, it were a ſerious objection, but 
this can never be proved, but quite the reverſe. 
But their poverty is a very ſenſeleſs objection: to 
them: even the heathen philoſophers believed that 
worldly greatneſs and power are not to be admired, 
but rather deſpiſed of men; and it is certainly 
(6) * a conſpicuous proof and example of how ſmall 
eſtimation 1s exorbitant wealth in the fight of God, 
is his beſtowing it upon the moſt unworthy of all 
mortals”. But as Religion teaches men induſtry and 
frugality, ſo the ground of this objeCtion has ceaſed 
to exiſt : and were the Methodiſts ambitious to diſ- 
play their wealth, they might produce numbers, who 
by their conſequence and affluence would honour 
any party. 2 . 

They undermine, and wiſh to overthrow, the 
Church. The idea I have of the Church of Chriſt, 
is, that it is compoſed of all thoſe who are true 


(1) x Cor. iv. T0. (2) x Cor. iv. 13. (3) Matt. x. 25. 7 
| (4) Iſa. liii. 3. (5) James ii. 5, 6. 
(6) Epitaph on Francis Chatres, by Dr. Arbuthnot. 
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believers, thoſe who (1) have eſcaped the pollutions 
of the world, and are the worſhippers of the true 
God in Chriſt, according to his word, and who are 
united to him by living (2) faith, which works by 
love; theſe, however they may differ in noneſſentials, 
are undeniably the (3) Church of God, which he has 
purchaſed with his own blood ; and this is what 1s 
meant by the creed, I believe in one catholic and 
apoſtolic Church” ; the ſame by the prayer in the 
litany, for“ the Holy Church univerſal”; and the 
prayer for © the whole ſtate of Chriſt's Church mili- 
tant here on earth”, in the Communion Office: 
called by Ireneus and Origen, © the Church under 
Heaven”. And I deny that the Methodiſts endea- 


vour to diminiſh the number of theſe; as it is evident 


that by their inftrumentality numbers are added to it, 
which before, whatever profeſſion they might make 
of belonging to any particular Church, demonſtrated 
that they did not belong to Chriſt. Or if by the 
Church, you mean the Church of England, I ftill 
deny that the Methodiſts endeavour to overthrow it ; 
they only wiſh to reform its members, and ſurely any 
one mult own the neceſſity of this, and applaud the 
deſign. And the cry of the Church being in danger, 
is only to exaſperare people againſt them; like in- 
tereſted (4) Demetrius and his Craftſmen ſetting a 
whole city on an uproar againſt St. Paul, and his 
companions Gaius and Ariſtarchus, by crying out, 
“Great is Diana of the Epheſians”. | 

But that thoſe are not in a ſaving ſtate, who ab- 
ſent themſelves from the ordinances of the Church of 
England, is an aſſertion grounded on neither reaſon 
nor revelation, but on illiberal and uncharitable ſup- 
poſition, and is what one ſhould never expect to find, 


(1) 2 Pet. ii. 20. (2) Gal, v. 6. (3) Acts xx. 28. 
(4) Acts xix. 24. &c. 
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except in one of the Pope's anathematizing bulls. 
Is it not in the higheſt degree irrational to ſuppoſe, 
that all Quakers, Independents, Preſbyteri s, Bap- 
tiſts, &c., dying ſuch, muſt infallibly be damned? 
Is it not more agreeable to the word of God and his 
moral attributes to believe, that of every nation, ſect 
or party, (1) he that fears God, and works righteouſ- 
neſs, is accepted of him; and that our different ſer- 
vices will be accepted and rewarded by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to the rectitude of our ſeveral intentions? 
However, we had better leave the deciſion of theſe 
matters to the Judge of the whole earth, who (2) ſit- 
teth in his throne judging right; and not to intrude 
our inſignificance into an office, which we are no- 


ways qualified for, and which we are well aſſured 


that the Moſt High will ſeverely puniſh us for aſſu- 
ming. 98 
a “Let not this weak, unknowing hand, 

Preſume thy bolts to throw; | 
And deal damnation round the land, 

On each I judge thy foe”. 
But as the generality of the Methodiſts do attend 
the ordinances of the Church of England, as before 
obſerved ; ſo even were this the caſe, they. would 
have little to fear from this quarter. 8 

I believe, Reverend Sir, that in the courſe of 
your ſermon, you ſaid the Methodiſts called them- 


ſelves the Ele, &c. If you meant to charge them 


with holding unconditional election and reprobation, 
it 1s a notion ſo contrary to their ſentiments, and 
which has been ſo univerſally exploded by them, both 
in the pulpit and the preſs, (3) that nothing could 
juſtify you, Reverend Sir, in accuſing them of it. 


(x) Ads x. 35. n Plc un. 4. 


(3) See Rev. J. Weſley's © Predeſtination calmly conſidered” ; 
Rev. J. Fletcher's © Checks”; &c. 
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If it proceeded from ignorance, it was inexcuſable; 
if it were a wilful miſrepreſentation, it was in the 
higheſt degree criminal. | | 

There were, I believe, ſeveral other parts of the 
ſermon equally as exceptionable; but ſhall take no 
farther notice of them than juſt to obſerve, that 
groundleſs charges, and bitter invectives, are no ar- 
guments; nor do they do any ſervice to the cauſe 
they are meant to ſupport. 


— 


The Methodiſts are frequently denominated Falſe N 
Prophets, &c., by their ignorant oppoſers; but as 


this charge generally comes unſupported by any ar- 
gument, it were needleſs to beſtow any pains to 
refute it. Falſe prophets are thoſe, who propheſy 
or preach falſely, and, according to St. Peter, (1) 
privily bring in damnable hereſies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bringing upon them- 
ſelves ſwift deſtruction. And St. John gives us a 


criterion, whereby we may try theſe ſpirits, whether 


they be of God; (2) every ſpirit that confeſſeth that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh is of God; and every 
ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in 
the fleſh is not of God, but one of thoſe falſe prophets 
which he ſays are gone out into the world. And 
L leave it for any unprejudiced perſon to determine, 
how far the Methodiſt Preachers agree to the Apoſtles 


definition of theſe falſe teachers or Prophets. The 


Prophets, Apoſtles (3), and Jeſus Chriſt (4) himſelf, 
were all accuſed of being deceivers of the people. 
Give me leave, Reverend vir, to mention a plan, 


which was ſome time ſince deviſed and adopted for 


the extirpation of hereſy, and which, I am ſorry to 


ſay, met with your ſupport; a method calculated to 


ſucceed better than reaſon and argument, or the 


(1) 2 Pet. ii. 1. (2) 1 John iv. 1, 2, 3. (3) 2 Cor. vi. 8. 
(4) John vii. 12. Matt, xzvii. 63. &c. 
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moſt threatening denunciations from the pulpit, by 


applying, not to the underſtandings, but the fears 


of men: | 

A hold machine was form'd and join'd, 
To ſtretch the conſcience, and to bind 
The native freedom of the mind”. 


I mean the aſſociation to prevent thoſe, whom you 
and the reſt of the gentlemen who ſigned it had any 
influence over, from enjoying that liberty of con- 
ſcience which God and the Nation allows. Tenants 
were to be turned from their farms, ſervants from 
their places, and labourers from their work; and 
every mean uſed effectually to ruin thoſe who ſhould 
attend the meetings. Thus every method has been 
taken, and every | of oppoſition employed, as 


far as the Law permits, (and rather further, if I be 


rightly informed), to force men's conſciences. And 
when men proceed to ſuch exceſſes in their oppo- 
ſition, it is readily diſcovered to what it is we owe 
the preſervation of our lives; for I am perſuaded, 
that the ſame bitter zeal that has hitherto been evin- 
ced on all occaſions, were there no legal reftraint, 
would drag the objects of its fury to the flame. 
How different the conduct of our Saviour, whoſe 
example ought always to be ſtrictly followed by all 
thoſe who profeſs whe Chriſtians. We read (1) that 


he reprimanded his diſciples for forbidding one to 


caſt out devils, (and converting ſouls is nearly fynon- 
imous), becauſe he followed not with them. (2) 
And on another occaſion, when James and John 
would have commanded fire to come from heaven to 
deſtroy their oppoſers, and inftanced the ſimilar con- 
duct of Elias as a precedent, our Lord turned and 
rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know not what manner 
of ſpirit ye are of. Archbiſhop Tillotſon obſerves 


(1) Mark ix. 38, 39. Luke in. 49, 30. (a) Luke iz. 54. 
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from this paſſage, that no caſe can be put with 
circumſtances of greater advantage, or more likely to 
juſtify this ſpirit or temper, than this. Thoſe againſt 
whom the diſciples would have called for fire from 
heaven, were heretics and ſchiſmatics from the true 
Church; they had affronted our Saviour himſelf, in 
his own perſon; the honour of God and of that re- 
ligion which he had ſet up in the world, and of 
Jeruſalem, which he had appointed for the place of 
his worſhip, were all concerned in this caſe, ſo that 
if ever it were warrantable to put on this fierce and 
furious zeal, here was a caſe that ſeemed to require 
it: but even in theſe circumſtances our Saviour thinks 
fit to rebuke and diſcountenance this ſpirit, ye know 
not what manner of ſpirit ye are of: and he gives 
ſuch a reaſon as ought in all differences of religion, 
how wide ſoever they be, to deter men from this 
temper; for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 


men's lives, but to fave them; that is, this ſpirit is 


utterly inconſiſtent with the great deſign of the 
Chriſtian religion, and the end of our Saviour's 
coming into the world”. Jeſus Chriſt uſed gentle 
and peaceable means, and mild perſuaſives, to pro- 
pagate Chriſtianity ; he never either violently forced 
any to embrace it, nor temporally puniſhed any for 
neglecting it. And St. Paul had learnt a better tem- 


per than to oppoſe even his perſonal enemies who 


preached the goſpel; (1) “ notwithſtanding, every 
way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Chriſt is 
preached ; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and I will 
rejoice : and in his 2nd Epiſtle to Timothy he ſays, 
(2) the ſervant of the Lord muſt nor ſtrive; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach and patient; in 
meekneſs inſtructing even thoſe who oppoſe them- 
{elves to the goſpel. How then can vain duſt and 


(1) Philip. i. 18. (2) 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. & Titus iti. 2. 
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aſhes aſſume and exerciſe that authoritative and vin- 
dictive ſpirit againſt thoſe who differ from them in 
noneſſentials, which God himſelf did not think fit to 
employ even againſt thoſe who oppoſed Chriſtianity, 
and which he diſcountenanced in his followers ? It is 
certain, from the nature of the goſpel, and the ex- 
ample of Jeſus Chriſt, that no pretences whatever can 
juſtify-coercive meaſures, in religious matters. 

It is extremely ridiculous for any mortal to inter- 
fere between the creature and the Creator, and to 
preſcribe how the Almighty ſhall be worſhipped. 
What man has a right to force his particular method 
of worſhip upon the reſt of his fellow-creatures, as 
far as his influence extends ? Such abſolute dominion 
over the conſciences of men, is more than the Apoſtles 
themſelves claimed (1), who were under the imme- 
diate direction of God. What then can be our pre- 
tenſions to it? It is moſt certainly the indubitable 
privilege of every man to think and aQ for himſelf, 
particularly in matters of religion, becauſe every man 
muſt anſwer for his principles and practices at the 
throne of God; and for this reaſon, no one is au- 
thoriſed to impoſe his opinions on another, no far- 
ther than this can be effected by ſound, ſcriptural 
argumentation. The Biſhop of Landaff, in his 
Charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, June 1791, 
treats this ſubject very ably; in page 17, he ſays, 
« Tt muſt be admitted as a fundamental truth, derived 
from the equality in which we all ſtand to Chriſt our 
common Maſter, that no ſociety of Chriſtians what- 
ever, however diſtinguithed by rank, power, wealth, 
numbers, learning, can have the leaſt claim to any 
juſt authority, of compelling others, by threats or 
calumnies, or penalties of any kind, to a fellowſhip 
of worſhip : you, they ought to ſay to all thoſe who. 


(I) 2 Cor. i. 24. I Pet. v. 3. &c. 
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diſſent from them, are free as well as we are, we 
affeft no dominion over your faith, we are not the 
lords of God's heritage ; go, and worſhip the Creator 
and.Conſervator of the Univerſe in your own way” ; 
&c. But how exceedingly wrong is it for one mortal 
to force, by all means in his power, another of his 


_ fellow-creatures, poſſeſſed of the ſame, or perhaps 


greater degrees of knowledge and abilities than him- 
ſelf, to conform to his religious ſentiments in every 
reſpect, and can aſſign no other reaſon for his com- 
pulſion than his being in more affluent circumſtances, 
or having, perhaps from intereſt, eſpouſed the moſt 
popular opinions: 


* Oh! but man, proud man, 

Dreſt in a little brief authority, 

(Moſt ignorant of what he's moſt aſſur d, 
His glaſſy eſſence), like an angry ape, 
Plays ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high heaven, 
As makes the angels weep!” 


From the active oppoſition the Methodiſts meet 
with in this and ſome other places, one unacquainted 
with them would be led to conclude that they held 
the moſt nefandous principles, were the moſt invet- 
erate enemies to all order and good government, and 
were guilty of the moſt egregious enormities that ever 
diſgraced the human character; and even were this 
the caſe, it were hard to ſay whether ſuch inveterate 
oppoſition were juſtifiable. But is not the reverſe 
exceedingly obvious? I am bold to aver, none are 
more holy and exemplary in their conduct, or better 
ſubjects to the governments under which they live, 
than the Methodiſts taken colleCtively are; and for 
the truth of this aſſertion I durſt appeal to the Nation, 
te if they would teſtify”. As a religious body their 
deſign was to reform mankind, and that laudable 
motive {till continues to aCtuate their views : not 
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23 
content with confining their exertions to theſe na- 
tions, numbers of them have left their native land, 
and have encountered innumerable difficulties, to 
{ſpread the glad tidings of the goſpel in diſtant re- 
gions; America has long witneſſed the ſucceſs of 
their labours, and it is hoped that through their in- 
ſtrumentality, the idolatrous African will learn to 
worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth (1). But we need 
not to advert to foreign countries for proofs of the 
unwearied diligence and ſucceſs of their miniſters, and 
the exemplary conduct of their followers, when this 
nation affords ſo conſpicuous an example: here they 
generally preach two, three, or four times every 
ſabbath, and once or more on almoſt every other 
day; beſides other miniſterial labours, and the diffi- 
culties neceffarily attendant upon an itenerant plan, 
which however ridiculed, was that of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his diſciples (2). And it is evident that nothing | 
but a regard for the glory of God, and an earneit | 
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deſire for the ſalvation of ſouls, could influence men 
to engage in ſo laborious a work, as their temporal 
reward 1s barely food and raiment, with a plentiful 
ſhare of the impertinent indignities of a fooliſh | 
world: and they may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, (3) our f 
ſoul is exceedingly filled with the ſcorning of thoſe j 
which are at eaſe, and with the contempt of the 1 
proud. And the conduct of their followers ſuffici- | 
ently diſtinguiſhes them from their oppoſers, as a | 
(4) peculiar people, zealous of good works: and 

though you may not know the truth of this affertion 

from your own perſonal obſervation or acquaintance, 
yet there are two indelible proofs of it, which cannot 
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(1) This laudable undertaking has met with a liberal ſupport from 
ſome of the firſt nobility and gentry of this kingdom; the miſſion 
| is under the direction of Dr. Coke. 


(2) Matt. x, Luke x. &c, (3) Pſa, cxxiii. 4. (4) Titus ii. 14. 
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have eſcaped your notice. One is, that if it ever 
happen that a Methodiſt diſgraces his profeſſion, 
it is noiſed abroad far and near, his crime amazingly 
exaggerated, and the ſubject of almoſt univerſal ex- 
ultation; while the very ſame offence, in a different 
character, would be entirely overlooked, as a caſe 


too common for animadverſion. This ſufficiently 


proves that inſtances of this kind are very uncommon 
amongſt them. The other is, if a perſon of any de- 
nomination whatever, be particularly pious and con- 
ſcientious, fearing God and eſchewing evil, and 
eſpecially if he reprove fin on all occaſions, he will 
moſt certainly be called a Methodiſt. 'Thus it may 
be proved even by the teſtimony of their enemies, 
that piety and holineſs, and a fervent zeal for the 
glory of God, are the diſtinguiſhing features of this 
ſect. And though they are aſſiduouſly watched by a 
malignant world, which is blind to their virtues, and 
lynx-eyed to their failings, yet as men can very ſel- 
dom derive any pretext for their oppoſition from 


their immorality, that they may oppoſe them under 


ſome ſpecious pretence. they blacken their characters 
by uncharitably attributing their zealous attachment 
to religion to hypocritical motives; though nothing 
can be more abſurd : not that I ſay there are uo de- 
ceivers amongſt them; even in the twelve whom 
Jeſus Chriſt choſe, there was an impoſtor, (1) have 
not I choſen you twelve, and one of you is a devil ? 


And in the beſt regulated ſocieties there will be thoſe 


whoſe crimes will remain undiſcovered, and elude 
the utmoſt vigilance of their brethren 3 who out- 
wardly (2) appear righteous to men, but within are 
full of iniquity ; who (3) worſhip God with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from him; and through 
whoſe impenetrable cloke of hypocriſy, nothing but 
(1) John vi. 70. (2) Matt. xxiii. 28. (3) Matt. xv. 18. 
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the flaming eyes of Omniſcience can pierce. But a 
hypocrite generally aſſumes that character, which he 
has reaſon to believe will be moſt applauded, or beft 
anfwer his mercenary defigns; and for this reaſon 
there are but very fe hypocritical Methodiſts, as 
in that profeſſion they would ſubject themſelves to 
malieious perſecutions and reproaches, without any 
proſpect of pecuniary advantage. nts 

But it is undeniably plain, Reverend Sir, that 
the preſent oppoſition, whatever plauſible reaſons 
may be aſſigned for it, is nothing elſe but an oppo- 
ſition to genuine Chriſtianity; a fpecies of that 


ſecution, which the Church of Chriſt has ever ex- 


perienced. The perſecutions of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. were inconceivably ' ſevere, and were ter- 
minated by the moſt excruciating torments that the 
hatred of diabolical men could deviſe; they all ſealed 
the divine truths they taught with their blood, except 
one, whom the malice of his enemies was not per- 
mitted to deſtroy: and their followers expected, and 
generally. experienced, the ſame fate. And when 


_ Chriſtianity: became ſo univerſal as to be eſtabliſhed, 
and was corrupted, the then pretended Chriſtian 


potentates excelled even the perſecuting heathens, in 
their bloody violence againſt thoſe who worſhipped 
God. in fpirit and in truth. And now Popery is re- 
formed, it is lamentable that the ſame ſpirit of per- 
ſecution is retained by many; and who would, were 
they not reſtrained, moſt certainly proceed againſt 
thoſe who. differ from them, with the ſame bitter 
zeal which has hitherto diſgraced all eſtabliſhments. 
All the memorable; reformers of the corruptions of 
Chriſtianity, met with: the fierceſt oppoſition from 
thoſe they meant to reform, though after ages, feel- 


ing the benefits of their exertions, applauded their 


memories. The kingdom of this world, and that 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, are irreconcilable enemies (1), and 
when the god of this world ſees his empire in danger 
of being diminiſhed or overthrown 'by the powerful 
efforts of genuine Chriſtianity, he employs his faith- 


ful ſubjects to oppoſe it with all poſſible fury (2); 
and though his power is conſiderably reſtrained, and 


the ſpirit of perſecution much abated, yet it will 
never wholly ſubſide while the Devil can raiſe the 
feebleſt oppoſition, but muſt eternally fall when 


| Chriſtianity univerfally prevails. 


Perſecution is not abſolutely confined to one 


| party, but (3) all thoſe that live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 


ſhall ſuffer perſecution ; and if the Methodiſts have 
a plentiful ſhare of it, it only ſerves to ſhow that they 
are the true lovers of Chriſt ; but if they were ap- 
plauded by the world, it would demonſtrate to the 
contrary, and be a dreadful omen : (4) Wo unto you, 
when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you ; for ſo did 
their fathers to the falſe prophets : and St. Paul ſays, 
(5) if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant 
of Chriſt. But owing to the interference of whole- 
ſome laws, perſecution is now much reſtrained, and 
is chiefly confined to contumelious language and op- 
probrious epithets; and the world ſeems content with 
(6) laughing the juſt, upright man to ſcorn, without 
doing him any per/onal injury; except in thoſe places 
which are deſtitute of the fainteſt ideas of civil or 
religious liberty, of which this town is a notorious 
inſtance: and if you, and the reſt of the gentlemen, 
&c., who have joined in a league together, very 
ſimilar in deſign to that recorded in the 23rd chapter 
of Acts, ſhould on no other pretence whatever than 
for attending the Methodiſt meetings here, drive an 


(1) Matt. xvi. 13. 2 Cor. vi. 15. Jam. iv. 4. 1 John ii. 15. &c. 
(2) 2 Cor. vi. 15. Rev, it. 10. xii, 17. (3) 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
(4) Luke vi. 26. (5) Gal. i. 10. (6) Job zii. 4. 
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honeſt tenant from his farm, poſſeſſed perhaps by his 


forefathers, and force him probably at an advanced 
period in life from his home, to ſeek his daily bread 
in ſome diſtant: place by ſome unknown way, and 
he and his family reduced to the moſt abject poverty; 
or ſhould you diſcharge a poor labourer, and deny 
him the means of getting his bread by the ſweat of 
his brow amongſt you, and before he can find another 
ſituation where he may earn his maintenance, he 
and his family from a comfortable livelihood, are 
brought to the greateſt degree of want and wretched- 
neſs, and the poor ſufferer unable to bear the preſſure 
of ſuch heavy and combined calamities, fink under 
them, and leaves his lone widow and his helpleſs 
orphans to the mercy of his mercileſs perſecutors : 


yet there is one conſolation for theſe innocent ſuffer- 
ers, which more than counterbalances all their afflic- 


tions, and which it is out of the power of their 
deſtroyers to wreſt from them; that Jeſus Chriſt has 


bid them (1) rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for 


creat 1s their reward in heaven; that thoſe who have 
thus forſaken (2) houſes and land for his fake, ſhall 
receive an hundred fold, and inherit eternal life; 


that their (3) light afflictions, which are but for a 


moment, -ſhall work out for them a far more exceed- 
ing great and eternal weight of glory. But it may 
be replied, this is an imaginary ſcene....It is not; it 


has been realiſed : and moreover, were every one in 


your opinion, and had made ſimilar reſolutions, 
ſtarving would be the unavoidable conſequence upon 
a poor man's turning Methodiſt, poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
reſolution not to ſwerve from his principles, or be 
(4) awed by thoſe who can kill the body, and after 


that have nothing more which they can do. But 


(1) Matt. v. 12. (2) Matt. xix. 29. (3) 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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they might avoid theſe ſufferings..., Ves, they might 
avoid them, by ſacrificing their Jiberties, by ſuffering 
themſelves to be directed how and where to worſhip 
God, and by a compliance to ſuch directions, though 
contrary to their conſciences; by neglecting that, to 
which they know it is their duty to adhere : but a 
ſpirited and zealous Chriſtian, however poor and 
dependent, will deteſt ſuch implicit compliances 
and complete vaſſalage, and ſuch infamous propoſals 
_ ought always to be deſpiſed. The Pope burnt His 
oppoſers, and you would ſtarve yours 5 and where's 
the mighty difference ? How does this ſpirit become 
a follower, much leſs a Miniſter of the meek and 
benevolent Jeſus ? How unlike that Being, to whom 
vengeance properly and excluſively belongeth (1), 
who commandeth us to love even our enemies (2), 
and who maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the 
unjuſt (3). oe Sorta 

But perſecution always defeats its own purpoſe, 
and ſtrengthens that cauſe it means to deſtroy. 
Mankind are too jealous of their independence, and 
have too great regard for their liberty, than to. be 
violently forced into, or from any opinion: 


- & Beaſts act by force, and are by force reſtrain'd; 
The human mind by gentler means is gain'd”'. 


And though Methodiſm has met with the moſt fu- 
rious perſecution, and {till continues to have its 
oppoſers, yet the united efforts of its enemies could 
not check its growth ; and it is now become too for- 
midable, and its effects too obvious, to be injured by 
ridicule or oppoſition : and it now ſtands in greater 
danger from the ſmiles and approbation of the world, 
than ever it did from its frowns and perſecutions ; 


(1) Rom. xii. 9. (2) Matt. v. 44. (3) Matt. v. 45. 
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2 | 
as it generally meets with a favourable. reception, 
except in — ole places which are blinded by prejudice, 
bigotry, or invincible ignorance. 1 % l 
It was obſerved, and with conſiderable applauſe 
by many, that in the delivery of che ſermon refered 
to, you exerted yourſelf particularly: but what can 
there be in a few meeting together to worſhip God, 
and hear his word expounded, to deſerve ſuch ſevere 
and vehement reproof ; eſpecially as their times do 


not interfere with thoſe of the Church ſervice ? 


I would humbly propoſe other meetings, which are 


compoſed of thoſe who ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſe ours, 


as deferving your miniſterial cenſure. There are 


meetings held at the ale-houſes, on Sunday evenings, 
which, howeyer they might be regulated, are molt 


certainly unjuſtifiable, as it is not remembering the 
Sabbath-day, to keep it holy; but it is well known 
they are diſgraced by drunkenneſs, and every ſpecies 
of unprofitable, ſinful and lewd converſation, (1) 
fooliſh talking and jeſting, which is not convenient. 
It appears exceedingly ſtrange that theſe, devoted to 
the fervice of Bacchus, remain unnoticed, and con- 
ſequently countenanced, while thoſe for the ſervice 
of Almighty God are the ſubject of the ſevereſt 
reprehenſion. When ſome annual feſtival (which if 
at all obſerved, ought to be celebrated with reverence 
and ſolemnity) has collected people together, there 
are meetings which continye whole nights in rioting 
and drunkenneſs, in chambering and wantonneſs (2), 
and in merriments and exerciſes equally repugnant to 
reaſon and ſcripture: theſe are quite overlooked, 
while thoſe of the Methodiſts are publickly repre- 
ſented as enthuſiaſtical and ſinful (3). Men of the 
worſt of principles and moſt infamous conduct are 

. (2) Ephe. v. 4. (2) Rom. xii. 13. | 
(3) © Dat veniam cor vis, vexat cenſura columbas”. Juv. Sat. 2. 
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eareſſed and eſteemed; thoſe whom the Apoſtle 


St. Paul forbids Chriſtians (1) to eat with, are ad- 
mitted to the table of the Lord, where they profeſs to 
be in love and charity with all mankind, while they 


are perſecuting and doing all poſſible diſſervice to all 
who differ from them. Theſe are applauded, whilſt 
a Methodiſt, however unimpeachable in his conduct, 
is (2) hated, ſeparated from company, and his name 
caſt out as evil. There is no combination to prevent 
or diſcountenance vice and immorality....No; liberty 
to ſerve the devil is allowed, but no liberty to ſerve 
God: all ungodly, unthankful, unholy men; all 
villains, of whatever denomination, will have liberty 
of conſcience indeed all the world over, as long as 
their maſter is god of this world; but we expeCt not 
liberty to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, to prac- 
tiſe pure and undefiled religion, (unleſs the Lord 
ſhould work a new thing in the earth), from any but 
thoſe, who themſelves love and ſerve God. 
Although (3) theſe that have turned the world 
upſide down are come hither alſo, yet (4) ye ought 
to be quiet, and do nothing raſhly; and inſtead of 
combining againſt them, and crying out (5) men 
of Iſrael help, theſe are they which teach all men 
every where, againſt the people, the law, and the 
temple ; (6) theſe fellows perſuade men to worſhip 


God contrary to law!! (7) away with ſuch fellows 
from the earth, they are not fit to live; you ſhould 
have recollected the advice of Gamaliel on a fimilar 


occaſion, (8) „ ſay unto you, refrain from theſe 
men, and let them alone; for if this council or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought, but if it be 


(1) 1 Cor. v. IN (2) Luke vi. 22. (3) Acts xvii. 6. (4) 
The advice of the Town Clerk of Epheſus, Acts xix. 36. (5) 


Acts xxi. 28. (6) Acts xviii. - 3- (7) Acts xxii. 22. (8) Actsv. 
Re 38, 39. 
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of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haply ye be 


found even to fight againſt God”. And the amazing 


increaſe and proſperity of Methodiſm, even when all 
human means were employed to cruſh and deſtro 
it, unconſumed, like Moſes' buſh, (1) amidſt the 
flames of perſecution ;z and the good effects it pro- 
duces in the world, ſufficiently demonſtrate it to be 
of God: and we reſt aſſured that the ſame Almighty 
hand that has raiſed the goodly fabrick, and has de- 
fended it from thoſe fierce ſtorms of perſecution ta 
which it has been expoſed, will continue his divine 
protection, and though the rains deſcend, and the 
floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon it 
(2), it ſhall defy their combined violence, being im- 
moveably fixed upon the rock of eternal ages. And 
[ would ſeriouſly adviſe thoſe, whoſe blind zeal has 
hurried them into ſuch unjuſtifiable oppoſition, to 
take care how they counteract the deſigns, and oppoſe 
the work of God. (3) Beware, therefore, leſt that 
come upon you, which is ſpoken of in the Prophets: 
Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh ! for 
I work a work in your days, a work which ye ſhall in 
nowiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you. 
The innumerable quarrels and diſturbances that 
have been occaſioned by the moſt trivial differences in 
religious ſentiments, have diſgraced Chriſtianity, and 
have furniſhed its enemies with plauſible objections 
againſt it; though thoſe violent contentions ought 
by no means to be imputed to the nature and tendency 
of our religion, but to the blind and fiery zeal of its 
perverters and corruptors : and it is high time to 
diſmiſs this ſpirit, for in this age of Infidelity, Chriſ- 
tians of all denominations ſhould ceaſe to be each 
other's perſecutors, and ſhould forget-thole little dif- 
ferences which have hitherto ſet them at variance, 


(1) Exodus iii. 2, 3» (2) Matt. vii. 25. (3) Acts xiii. 40, 41. 
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and mutually defend each other from, and unite in 
repelling the attacks of an enemy, which equally 
threatens the exiſtence of them all: but if they bite 
and (1) devour one another, there will be no need 
of the intervention of a foreign enemy to deſtroy 
them, but they will be conſumed of each other. 

And if our different conceptions conſtrain us to 
diſſent from each other, in ſome parts of inconſider- 
able conſequence, yet let us not forget thoſe main 
and eſſential truths in which we all agree: we are all 
the offspring of one Parent (2), and owe our preſer- 
vation to the ſame almighty Power (3); we walk by 
the (4) ſame divine rule, are (5) partakers of the 
heavenly calling, are the (6) purchaſe of the ſame Re- 
deemer, through whoſe merits and mediation we are 
made heirs of that kingdom (7) which he has promiſed 
to thoſe that love him, and which, if we be willing 
and obedient, we ſhall eternally enjoy. Let us, who 
are thus united in the fame grand fundamentals, 
through diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtantials, 
(8) be kindly affectioned one to another; love as (9) 
brethren, and in honour prefer one another; and 
let us avoid and abhor that narrowneſs of ſpirit, 
which confines religion to thofe only, who exactly 
coincide with ourſelves in every minutiæ of faith 

and practice. 
I am willing to attribute your oppoſition to the 
Methodiſts to ignorance and miſrepreſentation; yet 
you ſhould not (10) ſpeak evil of thoſe things which 
you know not. Jeſus the ſon of Sirach ſays, (11) 
Blame not before thou haſt examined the truth, un- 
derſtand firſt and then rebuke: and I fincerely hope 


(x) Gal. v. 15. (2) Acts xvii. 28. (3) Neb. ix. 6. Pſa. cxlv. 20. 

(4) Phil. iii. 16. (5) Heb. iii. 1. (6) Rom. iii. 24. (7) Jam. 

ü. 5. (8) Rom. xii. To. (9) 1 Pet. iii. 8. (20) Jude 10. 
| (11) Apoe. Eccl. xii. 17. +; l 
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you will take ſuch means of information, as will 
convince you that this ſect, which (1) is every where 
ſpoken againſt, though repreſented by (2) good 


report, and evil report, as deceivers, is yet true; 


and under the influence of this conviction you will 


ceaſe to oppoſe them, and withdraw your ſupport 
and ſanction from that infamous combination, which 
cannot ſufficiently be reprobated. 

If T have been miſinformed reſpecting any of the 


| FT in your. ſermon, (though this is very im- 


obable), I hope you will be kind enough to forgive 


the obſervations reſulting from ſuch miſinformation : 


certain I am, that I know what was the intention of 
your diſcourſe, and I have the greateſt reaſon to be- 
lieve that I have not been miſinformed concerning the 
ſubſtance of it. But the other circumſtance alluded 
to in this letter is of a far more heinous nature, even 
than making the pulpit the vehicle of abuſe, and is 
nothing better than a limited parochial inguifttion. 
My deſign in this has been according to my ability, to 
vindicate thoſe whom you have, without the leaſt 
reaſon or provocation, ſeyerely cenſured and oppo- 
ſed, and to expoſtulate with you. on the folly and 
impropriety of ſuch conduct; in doing this, I have 
exceeded my intended limits, though I have omitted 
ſeveral obſervations which I meant to have inſerted. 
You may eaſily obſerve, that I have avoided re- 


crimination as much as poſſible, even where it might 


have been introduced with advantage to my cauſe. 
But I am afraid all I can lay on this ſubject, will be 
inſufficient to diſſuade you from your oppoſition.— 

May God ny convince you of your errour, 
and ſhew you the folly and finfulneſs of ſuch con- 
duct, and incline your heart to obey that goſpel 


(1) Acts xxviii. 22. (2) 2 Cor. vi, 8. 
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precept, in its full force and extent, (1) all things 
whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 


i do ye even ſo unto them. I am, Reverend Sir, 
| with all due reſpect, | | 2 | 


9 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


© MICHAEL THOMAS SADLES ©. 


e,, Lacs ns Lats 
April 3, 1797. 5 Wy 1 AK 
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